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Throughout the summer, the Canton Branch
Library has engaged the community through curbside service, virtual programming, the Giving Garden, and an outdoor challenge. We’ve loved seeing
some of the extra special family members during
curbside service!
Although the gardening season is slowing down, you
can still visit the Giving Garden located at the Canton
Branch Library to see what’s happening for fall and
winter. We’ve planted a cover crop on several beds to
enrich the soil and are using the “messy garden” design
in several areas to promote healthy insects and pollinators. There will be a special poetry walk in the garden
for the months of November and December. Stop by
and enjoy the winter garden!
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Up for a challenge? The sidewalk obstacle course will remain through December. Start at the flagpole and twirl, skip, and balance your way into the library!
We love our local history! This fall, we are offering
several virtual programs for local music lovers and history buffs. These programs include fiddle & banjo in
Haywood County, tips for collecting your family stories,
and the Champion Christmas Basket Program. Go to
the Haywood County Library website for more information on these fall programs.

GARDENING VOLUNTEERS
On October 20 the FOL gardening volunteers met
for their last project of the season and planted scores
of hosta that were donated by the Mountain View
Garden Club.
The gardening volunteers, a group of five regulars, have been meeting weekly since early August to
work on beautifying the front grounds at the Waynesville branch. We’ve weeded, trimmed, planted a few
things, and enjoyed each other’s company.
(con.)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

FROM THE DIRECTOR – OCTOBER 2020

A special thank you
to those of you who
have visited the library since it partially
reopened on September 28. The library
staff looks forward
to adding additional
services as County
officials deem it safe. Also, thank you for
wearing your face covering during your visit.
We appreciate your assistance in keeping the
library staff, and the other patrons, COVID
free.
Have you had a chance to investigate the
non-book offerings at the library? If not, I
encourage you to explore the library’s website for options. A wide variety of how-to
classes have been put together by the librarians. Topics for children, teens, and adults
are available and cover the gamut of crafts,
cooking, writing, and documenting your
family tree.
There are links that show you how to
use the library’s services including accessing
your account, reserving books, and also now
to access NC LIVE TERC to help your student with basic math, reading, and writing
skills.
Other online options are Brain HQ for
brain training exercises, free digital access to
the NY Times, a Community History Archive,
and Films on Demand with over 40,000 free
streaming documentaries and independent
films.
We’re fortunate to have a gem of a library
in our community and we appreciate your
continued support of the library and the
Friends of the Library.

As I write this column, the main library branch
in Waynesville and the Canton branch have been
open for three weeks, after over six months of being closed to the public. You may recall the decision to close libraries came in mid-March. Since
then, we have been fortunate to serve our community in many new ways. But we are so happy to
be open again and we know from all of the positive
comments that you all are thrilled too. In fact, one
person likened browsing library shelves to eating a big piece of chocolate
cake! We are happy to see our returning cardholders, to welcome those
who are just discovering their local library, and those who are just passing
through who need to use the Internet.
As we have reopened, we have taken many precautions and have asked
the public to help us ensure the safety of our buildings and processes for
staff and the public, including: requiring face masks, social distancing recommendations, Plexiglas shields at service desks, hand sanitizer, quarantine of materials, sanitization of surfaces, and limited occupancy. We are
thankful for the public’s compliance with masks and understanding about
the need to limit our services at the present time. We will add services as
we are able with the highest consideration for the safety of staff and the
public and as staffing allows.
I am truly thankful for our Friends of the Library who have stuck by
our side through this difficult time, who devote their time and thoughtfulness to the present and future success of the Haywood County Public
Library.

		
		

As I look to the future, I anticipate bringing back our libraries as the
social gathering spaces we expect them to be. There aren’t many public
spaces where you can go and sit all day without the pressure to buy something or justify your presence. While we wait for a return to full services,
thank you for bearing with us as we all adjust to new ways of doing things.

Susan Trahan
President

•

President Susan Trahan organized the Friends gardening crew for the
Waynesville library to assist with sprucing up the library grounds.
Not only has this dedicated group pulled weeds, trimmed, and beautified the property, they have transplanted perennials and established
a partnership with the Mountain View Garden Club to provide plants
now and more in the spring.

•

The dedicated book sale members were unable to work in the book
sale room while libraries were closed to the public. But now they are
back and also taking necessary precautions to stay safe while volunteering. Thank you for your patience!

•

Thank you to all of the active members of the Friends who continue to
renew your memberships and support the library!

			
			

Kathy Vossler
Director

WAYNESVILLE LIBRARY ADULT PROGRAMMING:
*If you would like to get on the mailing list for notifications about adult programming at
the Waynesville library please
Contact Kathy at kathleen.olsen@haywoodcountync.gov or 828-356-2507.
If you would like to get on the mailing list for a weekly email about new items available for check
out and information about virtual programs for adults, please email Kathy at kathleen.olsen@haywoodcountync.gov
WINTER READING CHALLENGE FOR ADULTS
The Adult Winter Reading Challenge begins Tuesday, December 1st and ends Friday, February 29th. Entry
forms will be available at the Waynesville and Canton libraries or online at www.haywoodlibrary.org. Simply complete 5 of the 15 suggested activities and turn the form back in for a chance at winning a Kindle Fire!
For more information email Kathy at kathleen.olsen@haywoodcountync.gov

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
The Friends of the Library are thankful all year long for their many supporters, new members, and all the Haywood
County librarians. This year is a special time of gratefulness because of the pandemic. The Friends of the Library are
proud how the librarians and staff have stepped forward and provided materials checkout, additional electronic books,
and virtual programming each step of the way toward reopening. The adult services book groups on Microsoft Teams are
especially meaningful to those at home led by Kathy Olsen in Waynesville and to Jennifer Stuart in Canton. (Contact the
librarians if you would like to participate in one of these wonderful book groups.)
Most of all, the Friends of the Library want to thank those patrons who continue to support the library with monetary
donations and membership interest. During the months from March to October the Friends have had 12 donations, including a very generous donation from Dr. and Mrs. Richard Robbins. Patrons who have donated from March to the present include: Catherine Phillips, Linda Arnold, Ann Overbeck, Henrietta Croker, Myra Bottoms, Donna Kaye, Lee Barnes,
Larry and Julie Leatherwood, Alan Ballew, Ken and Deb Wilson, and Cheryl Russell. The Friends are grateful to all of you!
Thanks for your generosity and support of the Haywood County Library and The Friends of the Library.

BOOK SALE STATUS
The book sale committee would like to thank everyone for their patience during these new and difficult times. We are just
now getting back into the swing of things with new rules and precautions due to Covid. At this time we are not taking any
donations as we are going through old donations. We are also considering other options since we are unable to have a large
scale book sale this year. Please be patient with us and we will keep everyone updated as soon as any decisions are made.

GARDENING VOLUNTEERS (con.)
I’d especially like to thank the regulars: Linda and
Allen Blount, Ellen Eidsmo, and Kent Stewart. Your dedication to the effort is really appreciated.
Also, Library Trustees Carroll Jones and Richard
Gould and FOL Board Member Krystal Irven joined the
regulars to plant hosta making for a fun and productive
morning.
The Friends would like to thank the Mountain View
Garden Club for all the help they’ve given this year.
Members of the garden club maintain the planters at
the library front door. Club members have also donated
plants from their personal gardens, shared the history of
the Mib Medford memorial garden, gave a grant to the
Friends, and divided hosta at the Shelton House in order
to make a donation for our new hosta garden.
The gardening group will convene again in the Spring.

